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liberal democracy, coming in through Paris, Stamboul, Cairo and
Beirut.

(ii) There was a distinctive nationalist movement among some
of the Arabic-speaking Christians of Lebanon, particularly among
those of them who had a French clerical education* They
wanted the Sanjaq of Lebanon to become an independent State,
under European protection and with extended frontiers.
Although naturally suspicious of all Moslem movements, they
were not necessarily hostile to the movements for Arab or Syrian
independence, so long as their own demands were conceded.

(iii) Towards the end of the century, the Armenian middle-
class of Stamboul and the other Ottoman towns began to create a
national organization with the object of securing autonomy or
complete independence for the Armenian provinces of the
Empire. Although weakened by internal divisions, the move-
ment was given additional power by the encouragement of
certain Western Powers, the support of the Armenian com-
munities in the outer world and the existence of the strong
communal organization of the Armenian Church and Millet.
The Ottoman Government soon came to regard it, or rather the
use of it by European Governments, as- a danger to the existence
of the Empire; hence the large-scale massacres of the years
1895-1915,

(iv) Rather later, a Kurdish national committee was formed in
Stamboul, with a similar programme of autonomy or independence
for the Kurdish provinces. It was composed mainly of the
intelligentsia and bourgeoisie, although it had relations with
certain of the great tribal chiefs; but the bulk of the Kurdish
tribesmen did not yet think in national terms, and so the progress
of the movement was slow. It tended to be in conflict with the
Armenian movement, because the Armenian and Kurdish claims
overlapped with one another, the two populations being so
intermingled; but at times the two movements worked together.

Egyptian Nationalism

Just as the political development of Egypt differed frsm that
of the other Arabic-speaking countries in the nineteenth century,
so did its nationalist movement. Arab nationalism did not take
deep root in Egypt; the popular movement was that for a separate
Egyptian nation and state, which first became important undo:
Arabi Pasha in the eighteen-eighties, appeared again at the